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Million to One

The city of London isbig. Redly big. Over seven million residents. Nearly 12,000 folks
per square mile. Like New Y ork City, it's wide-open, Szzling, rocking and ralling
around-the-clock. On the other hand, Kathy and | are not big-city types. Got a stoplight
and aWad-Mart? Tha' s big enough city for us.

After a couple of days visting midtown gunshops, watching The Queen’s Cavalry,
garing a Buckingham Pdace, shopping at Harrod' s and dodging vehicles driving on the
wrong side of the road (1 was hit by a bicycle and was caled several names), we were
ready for some fresh scenery. So when Andrew Harvison, owner of Holloway &
Naughton and Premier English Shotguns Ltd., invited us out to the English countryside
for the day, we were happy to oblige.

Tuesday morning, after aquick bite at the Cartref House Bed and Breskfast in London,

we grabbed a cab to Marylebone Station to catch the train out to High Wycombe about 30
miles northwest of the city. Along the way we watched the landscape change from urban
sprawl to quaint hamlets, rolling pastures, forests, hedgerows and classic English syle
farmhouses. Thiswas more our cup of tea.

When the train stopped at High Wycombe station, our host greeted us warmly before
driving us out to West Wycombe Park where his gun-finishing work is done.



Well-dressed, well-spoken and well-mannered, Andrew Harvison isthe classc English
gentleman, but with an even more relaxed demeanor. That's atributable to his preference
for the country life as opposed to the fast pace of “The Square Mile.” In fact, no portion
of the Holloway and Naughton operation islocated in London, but every gun is 100-
percent English made. That was one of Harvison's god's when he rekindled the firm's
trademark.

“We made up our mind to design our own products and then take them to the market,” he
sad as we rode through the countryside toward West Wycombe,” rather than jumping on
the bandwagon of copying someone ese's design, or indeed, using somebody else's
components.

“We employ twelve people tota,” Harvison added. “Our engineering baseisin

Le cestershire, where we employ four craftsmen who design and build components. The
parts are then sent to outworkers. Barrdls are put together with actions at one place, then
on to stockers and engravers.

“The outworkers then send the components back to us, and after al the bearing surfaces
and other fine details are ingpected, the guns are assembled and we add the finishing
touches. The entire process can take up to two years per gun, though we are seeking ways
to shorten thet time-frame.”

One of Andrew’ s favorite workshopsiis the one tucked away at West Wycombe Park.



“You'll enjoy this” hetold us as we traveled the paved drive that climbs up toward the
edtate. From that vantage point we could take in the main manor house overlooking a
serene lake and acres of verdant pasture.

“Thisisvery, very famous,” Harvison said. “1t's Westwood Hall, the home of Sir Edward
Dashwood. It's been in the family since the fifteenth century. These people made a
fortune out of tea and the old empire. Thiswhole edtate isjust absolutdly incredible.”

Pointing to the lake, Harvison explained that big parties held there during the 19th
century became wild affairs.

“ Attendees such as baronets and chancellors built smal pirate ships, which they sailed
around the lake,” he said. “But sailing was just part of the fun. They had live cannons and
would actudly fire cannonbals a one another . . . they held sea battles.”

Quartered in an 18th century church building ashort wak from the main houseis
Harvison' sfinishing shop.

Insde, the small building was crowded with tools, blueprints and work tables. The walls
were decorated with various European mounts from the estate, including roebuck and the
muntjac, asmallish deer with short, spiked horns and two-inch fangs.



Aswe watched a gunsmith at work, Harvison pointed out that the firm produced 12 guns
last year — afairly lofty number for such asmdl operation. “We re different,” he said,
“because we do everything in amodular sense. Unlike the others, we start with a clean bit
of paper on every design. From the beginning, we sat down and designed a gun, then we
designed another one and another one and so on. No one has done it that way since before
the Second World War.”

The Holloway and Naughton name precedes Harvison's ownership by more than a
century. In fact, the name has been highly regarded in British gunmaking since the early
19th century. Thomas Naughton started building guns in Birmingham in the mid-1800s
and by 1888 he was working for James Carr on St. Mary’s Row. At that time, George
Holloway, a purveyor of fine guns, was aso interested in gunmaking and saw Naughton
astheided craftsman.

In 1909 the name Holloway &
Naughton was born. Prior to World War 11 about 90,000 Holloway & Naughton branded
firearms were made, with many sold in the U.S,, India, Australiaas well as Britain.

During the war, production ceased as the workforce was called to war. The factory was
annihilated in abombing raid on Birmingham, and dl plans, blueprints, machinery and
records were lost. During the following 40 years only afew boxlock guns were made.

In the early 1990s Harvison resurrected not only the brand, but aso the high standards set
by the early Holloway & Naughton craftsmen. Today, with his unwavering atention to



every detall, be it ashotgun or rifle, Andrew Harvison is being taken very serioudy in the
gun world.

Harvison developed alove of shooting a an early age and by 1967, he was the owner of
his own shooting ground. Over the next 17 years he developed two of the foremost
commercid shooting centersin the UK, which hosted many regiona and nationa events.
Harvison represented his country for nearly 20 years a sporting clays, skeet and trap
competitions. He captained the England skeet team and collected a host of shooting
honors, including the British Open Sporting Championship and English Skeet titles on
two consecutive occasions.

After vigting West Wycombe, we drove out to the E.J. Churchill shooting ground. Just in
time for lunch, we enjoyed a ddlicious medl of prawn baguettes served in the dining
room. Afterward Harvison led us through the Churchill shop to a 12-gauge Holloway &
Naughton Britannia displayed on the wall.

“Would you care to shoot some sporting clays with the Britannia?’ he asked. | thought
about it for roughly one-thousandth of a second before answering in the affirmative.
Andrew broke the sidelock over-and-under, looked down the glistening barrels, then
passed it to me. | studied the $65,000 shotgun in my hands before gently draping it over
my arm. The stock and forearm were cut from the finest Turkish walnut. Smooth,
handsome and shaped for shooting, they complemented the English scrolled action ad
top-grade barrels.



Soon, Harvison, Max Jdlicoe, one of Churchill’s many shooting ingtructors, Kathy and |
were waking aong lush green pathways to the course to give the Britannia atry. Jdlicoe
and Harvison had previoudy run severa rounds through the gun, and had no doubts
about its performance. They wanted to see how this American, who swore he was only an
average shooter, would handle it.

Thefirg thing | noticed was the Britannid s baance and how it mounted perfectly to my
shoulder and eye. With afew tips from the two ingtructors nearby, my shooting was,
well, smply smashing! If | could borrow the Britannia, or pay for it in itsy-bitsy
ingalments, | could finaly be a hotshot back in the New World. But no dedl.

Later, in the clubhouse, Harvison explained that the firm aso produces the Britannia
Fedd Modd, which is smilarly well-balanced and fast-handling with its dim stock and
fore-end, light barrels and fine rib. The gun is engraved with traditiona English syle
scroll.



Driving back to the station for our
return to London, | asked Harvison what he considered his grestest achievement at
Holloway & Naughton.

“To have designed every single part, every single component,” hereplied . . . “to make
something as beautiful as this from scratch, has been a monstrous achievement. To have
accomplished this as an independent gunmaker isjust amillion to one”

To find out more about Holloway & Naughton, vist
http://mww.holl owaynaughton.co.uk!/.
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| hope that you have enjoyed thisingalment of Sporting Classicd
Best Regards,

Albert A Raschw

Member:Kandahar Tent Club




